Mechanism of the vasodilator action of pinacidil.
The mechanism of the vasodilator action of pinacidil has been studied in rat mesenteric small arteries. The results show, first, that the use of flux studies to make measurements of ion permeability requires knowledge of the membrane potential, especially as regards K+ permeability. Second, the results confirm that the vasodilator effect of pinacidil is due to an increase in K+ permeability. Lastly, the results suggest that the K+ channels involved are sensitive to glibenclamide.